St Anthony of Padua
St

Presbytery: Cadley Causeway, Fulwood, Preston PR2 3RX
Tel: 01772 725193 E-mail: parish.priest2@btinternet.com
Website: www.stanthonys-rc-church-preston.org.uk/
Priests: Fr. Peter Draper, Fr. John Moriarty (Tel: 725193)
Deacons: Rev. John Kilshaw (07759 943667)
Rev. Tom Butler (retired - 07853777957)
Sunday Masses: 6.00 (Vigil - Saturday Evening) 9.30am, 5.00pm (Sunday Morning)
Weekday Mass: Mon-Wed, Fri: 9.15am. (Thurs 9.15am at Holy Family)
Confessions: on request
Annexe: 725544

Social Centre: 735963
Primary school: 726621
Playgroup/Preschool 07963 700591

Lancaster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity Number 234331

Healing
‘Jesus focused on healing and transformation of persons and systems. There was no prerequisite for this healing, no belonging to a specific group, no adherence to a specific lifestyle. The only requirement for healing was desire. So, there first must be the wanting and
that’s symbolised by Mary’s “Let it be.” We always have to state our “Let it be,” or I don’t
think it happens.’[1] ‘When the recognised need of the individual coincides with the incoming force of the blessing, great change can begin.’ [2]
This week we again see Jesus healing those who were sick or possessed with demons, in
the grip of a destructive spirit. ‘Such a healing—the blessing that comes when facing the
chaos rather than turning away from it, the blessing that comes in naming what is contrary
to God’s purposes rather than letting it persist unchecked—makes way for the wholeness
we crave. It brings release to what has been bound; it invites and enables and calls us to
move with the freedom for which God made us. This kind of change and reconfiguration
means that healing is not always a comfortable and cozy thing. Sometimes the healing
most needed is one that involves confrontation and calling out, that requires standing
against what is not of God. Such a blessing may be difficult to receive. It calls us to
acknowledge and challenge and grapple with forces that thrive within chaos, forces that
often work in ways that are exceedingly subtle and cloaked, disguising evil as good. This
requires even more wisdom and discernment of us than when such forces take clear and
obvious forms.’ [3]
“The human heart continues to dream of a state of wholeness, a place where everything
comes together, where loss will be made good, where blindness will transform into vision,
where damage will be made whole, where the travails of a life’s journey will enjoy a homecoming. To invoke a blessing is to call some of that wholeness upon a person now.’ [ 2]
‘Let there be an opening into the quiet that lies beneath the chaos, where you find the
peace you did not think possible and see what shimmers within the storm.’ [3]
Adapted: [1] Richard.Rohr [2] John O’ Donohue [3] Jan Richardson
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Feast: Our Lady of Lourdes

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Day of Prayer for unemployed

Masses received this past week: Seretse Graphine, Catherine Holmes.

BIDDING PRAYER INTENTIONS
- Tuesday is the feast of St Josephine, patroness of the victims of human trafficking. We
pray for those working to put an end to this evil trade, which still continues even in our
own country.
- We pray for national and local government leaders, for scientists and for frontline workers in the battle against covid-19: God guide their efforts to bring healing to individuals,
families and communities aching for a return to normality.
- Thursday is the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes—the World Day for the Sick, we remember in our prayers those of the parish who are suffering ill-health just now, and those who
care for them, particularly: Bill Embery, Lawrence Dunnagan, Betty Murphy, Joan Green,
John Myerscough, Alice Myerscough, Chris Goldsmith, Frank Stanton, Marie Gardner,
Carole Adnitt, Jo Counsell, Les Farrer, Theresa Wilkinson, Rev. John Kilshaw.
Pray for those who have died recently: Bishop Patrick O’Donoghue, Joseph Welsby,
Margaret McEwan, Margaret Nugent, Thomas Newsham, Agnes Long;
… and for those whose anniversaries are around now: Harry Billington. Agnes Embery, Ivor Hilton, Irene Oldham, May Eccles, Maureen Berry, Mary Radcliffe, Ian Holmes,
Gabrielle Sudell, Eric Ridge, Malcolm Brindle, Gertrude Docherty, Canon Leo Harrison, Olive Hughes., William Etherington, Maureen Stella Cox, Catherine Mary Holmes, Thomas
Riding, Joan Wane. May they rest in peace.

Livestreaming Mass
We are able to celebrate Mass in church as normal but we are now able to livestream
the 9.30am Mass from St. Anthony’s church. Go to the St. Anthony of Padua YouTube
page and look for the link there. Although the sound of the priest and the reader is
good you will not be able to hear the responses from the congregation - you can make
those yourself! Although you cannot obviously receive holy communion while watching
this streaming you could make your own spiritual communion at this time, as follows:
My Jesus, I believe You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since at this moment I cannot
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen
LENT
Is only ten days away. Following on from the Advent Jesse Tree project and the daily
scripture readings, members of the parish are working on resources for the season of
Lent. Details to follow.
Castlerigg Youth Service
The Youth Service at Castlerigg Manor are launching two online groups for young people to come together, have a laugh, make some friends, and deepen their faith.
Overflow, an online group for 18-30s, began on Monday 1st February. See
www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/overflow to sign up.
Rise, for young people in years 7 to 9 begins in March, but sign up now to keep up to
date www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/riseonline

First Holy Communions
It seems unlikely that we’ll be able to celebrate first Holy Communions for the foreseeable future. We’ll have another look at the situation after Easter. It is very sad for the
children who are at the stage when they could be taking this great step forward in their
faith. Please keep them and their families in your prayers.

Virtual Coffee Morning
Join your fellow parishioners at the Zoom Coffee Morning at 11.00 am this Sunday
Meeting ID: 898 4267 4110
Passcode: 229935

Walk for Water
CAFOD has written to remind us that in 2021 the UK is set to host two major international meetings –the G7 and the UN Climate Talks (COP26). Climate change means that
access to clean water is becoming more unpredictable. We know that one in three people around the world do not have access to safe drinking water. This Lent can you take
on our ‘Walk for Water’ challenge? Sign up, get sponsored and get walking -10,000
steps a day, every day, for 40 days. Find out more at cafod.org.uk/walk

The Bible in a Year
This free American podcast guides Catholics through the Bible in 365 daily episodes,
providing commentary, reflection, and prayer along the way: https://
media.ascensionpress.com/podcast/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes

Lancaster Diocesan Directories 2021
Price is £4.00 or £4.50 for ring-bound. Please put payment in the slot in the green safe.

